
609.523.0277      WildwoodHistoricalMuseum.com    3907 Pacific Avenue    Wildwood, NJ 08260 

Issue #42 
Winter 2018  

Our mission is to gather, preserve & present the history &  memories of  The Wildwoods.    

Early Hotels 
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At the turn of the 20th century, vaca-

tioners traveled to Five Mile Beach, to 
relax, absorb the healthful ocean 
breezes and escape the stifling heat of 
the city. To accommodate them the af-

fluent built sprawling summer cottages 
and entrepreneurs built hotels and 
rooming houses. Many featured grand 
airy porches with wicker chairs or rock-

ers overlooking the ocean. Guests were 
encouraged to socialize and keep cool in 

the fresh, salty air. 

The “Exchange” was the lobby where 
lodgers would check in, get messages, 
use the telephone, or meet up with 
friends. They were furnished with elec-

tric pendant lighting, tapestry rugs and 
small tables for resting one’s cup of tea 
while writing postcards to family and 
friends. Small clutches of chairs were 

arranged for quiet reading or catching 

up on family news and gossip. 

Food fresh from local farms and nearby 

waters was prepared in their kitchens 
and served in spacious dining halls able 
to accommodate dozens of diners. They 
offered the European plan with a Conti-

nental breakfast or the American plan 

with a full American breakfast & dinner.   

Hospitality could include reception at 

the railroad station with platform-to-
door transportation. Hoteliers hosted 
weekly entertainment and outings. No 
wonder families and guests extended 

their stays for the entire summer and 

returned year after year. 

The Board of Trade publicized the fin-
est wide beaches with a gentle surf for 

all ages, the boardwalk’s invigorating 
walkways, high class musical concerts, 
great theaters and piers with amuse-
ments. Weekly columns in The Philadel-

phia Inquirer boasted about the previ-

ous week’s events.  Also listed were 

some incoming hotel guests and where 

they booked. 

Here is a handful of some of the many 

early hotels: 

**The Elberon Hotel at 233 E Poplar 
Ave, formerly the Windsor Hotel & Cot-
tages was built for TC Hamilton, Cape 

May Wave editor in 1909. When William 
& Theresa Kalbach managed it, there 
was a fish pond in the yard and children 
enjoyed feeding the fish. William was 

president & manager of the Wildwood 
City Band. The first rehearsal of the 
eleven member band was held at the 

Elberon in 1915. Dorothy & C. Leroy Rei-
mart welcomed visitors from 1955-1975. 
The Elberon changed hands often then, 
even being reincarnated as a pizza par-

lor before its final demise early 1995. 

* * T h e 
Wildwood 

M a n o r 
o p e n e d 

its doors 
at 2400 
Surf Ave, 

when Surf was beachfront property. 

Construction by Thomas S. Goslin and a 
crew of over 50 craftsmen began in 
October of 1906. Owner Oscar Gar-
rigues & manager H. Schimpf, Jr. over-

saw one of the largest hotels with 200 
rooms. Guests & the public were invited 
to dances, card parties & fishing excur-
sions. In July 1910, the hoteliers held a 

military ball in honor of the Cooper Bat-
talion soldiers who were camping on the 
beach near the hotel.  The ball room was 
impressive with handsome uniformed 

soldiers and guests dancing in their ele-
gant finery. Another well received event 
was a children’s Japanese Carnival that 
August. The grand entrance and porches 

were adorned with American flags and 
lit Japanese lanterns. A hundred chil-
dren processed through the soft glow 
and received gifts.  Two lucky fishing 

couples caught a record number of 67 
big blue fish during an August 1913 fish-
ing outing. Early on July 11, 1968 a fire 
broke out in the attic above the fifth 

floor. Instead of enjoying a leisurely 
breakfast, thousands watched as the 

blaze destroyed the stately hotel. 

**Hotel Edgeton, at 3421 Pacific Ave, 
organized progressive euchre parties on 
Wednesday evenings. Euchre is a card 

game played with partners, who score 
points by winning highest card tricks. 
Champion teammates were awarded  

trophies. The sixteen room inn was built 
by William E. Morris in 1896. It was 
acquired by Mr. & Mrs. Albert J Harris, 



who ran Edgeton for 23 years. Edgeton 

boasted 3 sides of double porches over-
looking a wide lawn to the ocean. There 
were  banner-flying turrets at each cor-
ner and the dining room seated 250.The 

house orchestra performed in the music 
room. (See ‘Then & Now’ on back for 

more photos of that location.) 

**The Ocean Crest was another Victo-

rian style hotel built in 1906 at the cor-
ner of Buttercup & Pacific. Its four 
stories were topped with American 
flags on each turret. A grotto, bar and 

in-house dining were among the ameni-
ties extended to guests. The double 
porches, bordered by white railings and 

a sundeck provided calming views. The 

Ocean Crest was  Wildwood Crest’s 
first hotel, constructed before the bor-
ough was established. Leon Zilberman 
was the proprietor 1967-1985 when it 

last functioned as a hotel. Ownership 
changed hands a few times afterwards 
without reopening. After being ne-
glected for years, the cost to resurrect 

it and bring it up to code was insur-
mountable and it was demolished in   

December of 2001. 

**The Ottens Hotel was built by T.S. 
Goslin at 17th & Surf in 1904. It was 
operated by Henry H. Ottens and was 

one of the largest lodgings on the is-
land. The four pillar entrance had a 
walkway connected to the boardwalk. A 

five-story elevator transported house-

guests from the roof top garden to am-
ple grounds for lawn tennis and outdoor 
sports. Mr. & Mrs. Ottens and proprie-
tor, Mr. Geisler, thought of everything. 

Orchestra concerts drew audiences 
each afternoon and evening and to the 
weekly dance or ball. A barbershop on 
the premise helped guests look their 

best. There was a café and rathskeller, 
a grotto, pool and billiards.  In July of 
1909, The Ottens hosted a national con-
ference for a confectioners association, 

to which Mr. Ottens belonged. (One 
product of Henry H. Ottens Mfg Co of 
Philadelphia was ‘Ottens Foam’- an addi-

tive to give “body & smoothness to ice 

cream”.) Between 400-500 attendees of 
members and their families, feasted on 
a clambake of corn ‘on the ear’, lobster, 
clams and chicken. While not conducting 

business meetings, they played baseball 
games on the beach, held a ladies bowl-
ing tournament and toured by boat and 
automobiles. Unfortunately, a fire broke 

out around 3am on May 3, 1919 and 

razed the building.          -Kathy Skouras 

More  
Grand Hotels- 

Hotel Pacific at 4700 Pacific Ave 
In 1912, owner FH Crammer managed 
its 30 rooms, a bar and delicatessen. 

Severn Hall at 131 East Maple Ave 
Opened May 21, 1900. Proprietor  

Mrs. SR Cole oversaw its 50 rooms. 

Mt Vernon Hotel at 124 E Lotus Ave 
An early owner was E Johnston & in 

1912 listed 40 rooms for rent. 

Raymond Hotel at 237 East Oak Ave 
In 1912 50 rooms were available. 

Hotel Germantown   
at 1st & New Jersey Avenue  

Built in 1890 for George J Ent -it was 
located across the street from  

Anglesea Railroad Station. 



 2019 Museum Hours 

April 4—Jun 1 
Thu-Sat 9am to 2pm 

June 3—Sept 28  
Mon-Sat 9am to 2pm 

Oct 3—Oct 26  
          Thu-Sat 9am to 2pm 

Closed May 27, Jul 4 & Sep 2 

     2018 Officers 

President—Al Brannen 
V.President—Catina Simmons 

Treasurer—Lew Vinci 
Secretary—Larry Lillo 

  Board of Trustees 

Karen Bohme 
Taylor Henry 

Dorothy Kulisek 
Kathy Skouras 

Facebook—Taylor Henry 
Newsletter—Kathy Skouras 

Thank you to  
our recent Brick Donors: 

Terry & Kathy O’Neil 

Carol Pantalone 

Rosemarie Commers 

Bob Mock 

Robert Condart 

Nicholas J Imburgia 

Lucille J Lanoce 

Wanda Connors 

Suzanne Smith 

Renee Musarra 

Bob Capaldi 

Tami Lomonaco 

Kiri Kontor 

Joan Burrell 

John & Paryl Zareva 

Thomas Coyne 

Darla Crews 

 

 

Give a Gift and Help the Museum 
The Wildwood Historical Society and the George F. Boyer Museum  

are supported by memberships and donations.  We are an independent non-profit  
and receive no financial help from the City of Wildwood.  

 

Our Buy A Brick Program provides an opportunity to have a brick engraved in honor 
of a loved one and/ or to commemorate fond Wildwoods memories.  

Visitors can view your etched message at the Museum entrance. It is priceless. Please 
remember the Museum when thinking of a gift for the person who has everything.  

 
4” X 8” Bricks may contain 3 lines with a maximum of 18 characters per line for $100.00.   
8” x 8” Bricks may contain 6  lines with a maximum of 18 characters per line for $250.00. 

Paver order forms can be downloaded  
@ WildwoodHistoricalMuseum.com or call 609-523-0277    

1927 Wildwood String Band 

Roman Centurions Show 

Early 1922 thirty musicians met at Harry Keating’s tailor shop and formed the Wildwood String 
Band. Their first performance was at the Red Men’s Pow Wow, May 22, 1922 in the Wildwood 
High School auditorium.  Smart uniforms were procured by band trustee, Charles Heinle for 
their debut. The band returned in 1926 and outperformed all groups at the Red Men’s turnout 
in Camden earning first place.    

Wildwood String Band appeared at various social events and civic dedication ceremonies, such 
as the Atlantic City Beauty Pageant Parade 1924. Practices were held every Monday evening. 
Membership grew and their shows got stronger.  

Band Master, Harry Keating, proposed participation in Philadelphia’s New Year’s Parade. In 
1924, costumed as bathing girls, they marched into seventh place in the string band division. 
Each year they contrived elaborate presentations to portray themes. As King’s Pages, in 1925, 
they placed fourth at the Mummer’s Parade and in 1926 they won third with 105 band mem-
bers. On New Year’s Day 1927, their remarkable Roman Centurion ensembles were a favorite. 
The string band moved up one more place achieving second place and a prize of $900.                                                                                                                           
-Kathy Skouras   

Shop our Gift Shop 
online. 

Car dealerships on Five Mile Island numbered about three dozen through the 1900s. The last one being 

Scrivani’s Buick Motors at 3200 New Jersey Ave which began in 1918 and closed in 2002.  

James Scrivani, nephew of founder, Joseph Scrivani, managed the shop after his return from military 
service. After WWII, a car shopping veteran discovered a waiting list for a vehicle. When Scrivani Buick 
learned that Mr. Cooper was waitlisted after serving 34 months in the Pacific, his name was moved to the 

top of the list. He soon became the owner of a 1947 bright yellow Buick Super Convertible. 

That car was built to last- over 70 years! Richard Bright, a descendant of William & Priscilla Bright, and 
nephew of Joy Bright, is the current owner. During a visit to the Historical Museum he told us that the car 

did receive a bit of a facelift though, it has been painted blue.                                               -Kathy Skouras 

Dolphin Restaurant icon 
(1964-2002) was refurbished! 



MEMBERSHIP 
         Please renew your membership.  

If you have already done so, thank you. Donations 

are welcome, too! Membership donations help cover 

the costs of newsletters & mailings.  

www.WildwoodHistoricalMuseum.com 

WildwoodHistoricalSociety@hotmail.com 

Then & Now 

Visit WildwoodHistoricalMuseum.com  
to process your membership electronically or 
download the membership form and mail in. 

3421 Pacific Avenue Wildwood, NJ 

Check 
 our website for 
more donation  
opportunities. 

Vehicles Donation 

The Wildwood Historical Society, Inc.  

received an operating support grant  

administered by the Cape May County  

Culture & Heritage Commission,  

from funds granted by the  

New Jersey Historical Commission. 

We are always looking for new active 

Board Members and Volunteers. 

Wildwood Historical Society, Inc. 
George F. Boyer Museum 

3907 Pacific Avenue 
Wildwood, New Jersey  08260 

609.523.0277 

Follow us on  

The Wildwood Historical Society, Inc. &  

The George F. Boyer Museum are made possible 
through the contributions of many individuals.  The 
gifts you make help preserve the memories of the past.  
Please consider the Historical Society in your will. 

2018 

1960 

Greek Street Eats 

Halpern’s Sport Center 


